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THE CIRCULAR 
Has foritsfundamental principles the Religion of the Bible 
and the Socialism of the Primitive Church Its aim, however, 
j3 to give its readers alsoa supply of general intelligence, and 
the news of the day. 

Trerus—Free, to those who choose to receive freely: One 
Dollar per annum to those who prefer to pay. 

Specimen numbers will be sent to those requesting them.— 
Any subscriber wishing to discontinue his paper.should return 
usa copy with his nameand residence written upon it,and the 
simple order, ‘ Discontinue.’ 

Address ‘* THE CIRCULAR, Oneida, N. ¥.” 





Support of the Circular. 

As will be seen by the foregoing terms, the 
Circular is offered to those who wishit, as the 
gospel is, without money and without price.— 
It is supported at present, first and principally, by 
the funds of the Oneida Community and its branch- 
es; secondly, by the free contributions of its friends 
and a few remittances from those who choose to pay 
for it. Our expectation, however, is that the idea 
ofa Free Datty Retieious Press, as the comple- 
ment and consummation of Free Schools,Free Church- 
es, and Free Benevolent Societies, will gradually 
become known, and be appreciated among all spir- 
itually minded religionists, and that thus the 
Circular, as the embodiment of that idea, will 
draw to itself a voluntcer constituency, more whole- 
hearted than that which surrounds, for instance 
the Bible Society, and endows it annually with a 
revenue of three hundred thousand dollars, 





What Ought to be Done. 

1. Religion is, by right, the highest teacher of 
mankind, and ought to use the most commanding 
instrumentality. 

2. The press is, at this day, the most commanding 
instrumentality of instruction. Therefore religion 
ought to lay out its strength not in the pulpit but 
on the press. 

8 Journalism is the superior function of the 
press—more effective than book-making, because 
more continuous and universal in its operation. Re- 
ligion ought, therefore, to take the lead in Jour- 
nalism. 

4. The Duily Press is the highest form of Jour- 
nalism—as much more effective than the weekly 
press, as the latter is more effective than book-mak- 
ing, and for thesamereason. Religion ought there- 
fore to ascend from the pulpit to the sanctum of the 
Daily Press. 

5. Believing that what ought to be done can be 
done, the publishers and friends of The Circular, 
in the name of the Christian religion, have pur- 
posed and are preparing to institute a Daily Reli- 
gious Press 


The Oneiva Community, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
Superior Steel-Traps, for hunters and frontier 
men; Enameled Traveling-Bags 5 Palme 
Leaf Hats; Caps; Satin Cravats, &c. 
DEALERS IN 
FRUIT SORNAMENTAL TREES, GRAPE VINES, 
STRAWBERRY PLANTS, &c., 
Groen & Preserved 
FRUITS AND VEGETABLES3 
ALSO IN 
SEWING, SADDLERS’, EMBROIDERY AND MACHINE SILKS. 
Orders for any of the above articles directed to 
THE COMMUNITY, Oneida, N.. Y. 
will receive prompt attention. 
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Publications. 


THE BEREAN; A Manual for the help of those 
who seek the Faith of the Primitive Church: an 
octavo volume of 500 pages.—By J. H. Noves. 
Price, $1,50. 

The Berean contains free, outline discussions of the great 
Religious topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 
Wirth, The Second Coming. Resurrection. Origin of Evil, Our 
Relations to the Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death, Con- 
densation of Life, &c. &c.—treated strictly according to 
Bible evidences. but developing many new and interesting 
conclusions. differing widely from those of the old Theology 
All who wish to understand Biste Communism—its constitu 
tioral basis, and prospects of hould acquaint them 
selves with the contents of this book. 


BIBLE COMMUNISM; A Compilation from the 
Annual Reports and other publications of the 
Oneida Association and its branches; presenting, 
in connection with their History, asummary view 
of their Religiousand Social Theories. 128 pages, 
octavo. Price 50 cts. 
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SALVATION FROM SIN; Explained and de- 
ended by J. H. Nores. Pamphlet 64 cts. 


= Past Volumes of the Circular and the 
Perfectionist, can be furnished; andany of the 
above Publications may be sent by mail to all parts 
of the country. 


The Oneida Community: 
Where and What it is. 


—The Community consists of about 215 members, 
comprising men, women, youth and children, nearly 
in equa! proportions. They cultivate 386 acres of 
their own land, in the towns of Lenox and Vernon, 
State of New York ; Post Office address, Oneida, N. Y. 
For an account of their manufactures and produc- 
tions, see the preceding card. 

—The Community has been established here eleven 
years, and is self-supporting. There is a branch 
community located at Wallingford, Conn., which is 
also self-supporting. 

--The Community takes its origin from religious 
faith and thorough devotion to the tcachings of the 
Bible, simply and rationally interpreted. Its mem- 
bers hold, among their distinguishing points of be- 
lief, that Christ offers himself to the world, asa 
perfect savior from sin; that his Second Coming 
took place at the close of the Apostolic age; that 
the Kingdom of Heaven then founded in the invisi- 
ble world is now extending itself into visible 
humanity ; that all good and evil are the results of 
spiritual agency, and hence, that faith is the best 
medicine for both soul and body; that the age of 
miracles is not past, &c. For a full statement of 
their religious views, and the arguments therefor, 
see the Berean, a book published by the Community. 

—The social organization is that of entire Com- 
munism like that of the day of Pentecost, when ‘ no 
man said that aught of the things that he possessed 
was his own, but they had all things common.’ 
The relation of the sexes is placed, not like that of 
common society, on the basis of law and constraint, 
neither on the opposite one of mere freedom; but 
on that of INSPIRA LION, TRULY DERIVED BY COMMUNI- 
CATION WITH THE SPixit oF Gop. For amore full 
discussion of these principles, see Bil/e Communism. 
a pamphlet of 128 pages, for sale here. 

—For its government, the Community has no for- 
mal constitution, code of laws, or officership, but de- 
pends on the maintenance of a good spirit, securing 
VITAL ORGANIZATION, like that which animates the 
human body, and on the exercise of FREE CRITICISM 
on the part of allits members. Those persons who 
are the most spiritual secure the most confidence, 
and consequently have the most influence, whoever 
they are. Joun H. Noyes, as the medium by which 
these truths have been mainly developed in this 
age, is respected as atrue leader. In business, 
those persons whose attractions and capacities fit 
them for posts of responsibility are sought out and 
placed in charge of the different departments. 

—The object of the Community is to live a true 
life, setting forth in all their relations the principles 
and spirit of what they believe to be resurrection 
society. They consider themselves members and 
subjects of the Kingdom of Heaven, and their social 
innovations but as parallel movements with tele- 
graphing and railroading in the department of out- 
ward communication. They do not profess to 
have arrived at perfect results yet in many re- 
spects. How far they have attained is open 
to the inspection of all sincere and well-behaved 
people who will take pains to read their writings, 
understand their principles, and make known their 
wish for a personal visit at the Community. 

—-The circumstances of the Community are at pres- 
ent adverse to receiving new members. Their princi- 
pal dwelling and their outlying buildings are full 
to the extent of their convenient capacity. Plans are 
in contemplation, on the first moment of attaining 
the requisite means, to build» much larger and 
better edifice than the present one, for a Community 
Home. 

—-Tue Circutar is our weekly organ, and is of- 
fered on such terms as make it accessible to every 
one. Those who receive its spirit and have the 
ability to do so, will deal generously with the Com- 
munity in sharing its expense, and contributing to 
its usefulness. To the poor it is offered as a gift. 

The following may serve as a condensed formula of 

PRINCIPLES AND MEASURES 
The Kingdom of Heaven, established by Christin the 


interior sphere at his Second Coming, A. D. 70. 

Unity of all believers in this world and in Hades, 
with the Kingdom in the Heavens. 

Resurrecticn of the Spirit. by the faith and confes- 
sion of Christ, abolishing Sin and Selfishness. 

Resurrection of the Body, as a sequence of the fore- 
going, overcoming Disease, renewing Youth, and 
ubolishing Death. 

Community of Property of all kinds, with Inspira- 
tion tor distribution. 

Dwelling together in Association, or Complex Fami- 
lies. 

Home Churches and Home Schools. 

Meetings every Evening. 

Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 

Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 

A Daily Press, divorcedfrom Mammon, and deyo- 





ted to God. 





T HE CIRCULAR. 


Fourier and the Bible. 
To the Editor of the Circular: 

Being desirous of probing the question at 
issue in regard to the Religion of Attraction 
and the Law of the Series somewhat farther, 
I herewith beg to hand you a reply to the 
criticisms contained in the Circu/ar of August 
9th, “ Fourier and Bible Communism, No. 2,” 
and shall be obliged by its publication. 

** Our present correspondent shows that Fourier 
actually founded a new religion, independent of the 
Christian revelation. embracing an elaborate cos- 
mogony, a system of pneumatology, and code of mo- 
rality.—Circular. 

From the above extract, the Circular ap- 
pears to admit that Fourier, by proclaiming 
Attraction to be the Spirit of God, and the 
Law of the Series, His law, thereby founded a 
religion—-but a religion independent of the 
Christian revelation. Now in regard to this, its 
alleged independence of the Christian revelation, 
I must take leave to recall, that the religion of 
Attraction was claimed as a religion originat- 
ing in science and not in revelation, and that 
if independent of Christian revelation, it is only 
so after the manner of all science, which always 
follows out its own reasonings upon, and elabo- 
rations of the word of God, as given through 
nature and man, independently of the reason- 
ings upon, and elaborations of the word of God 
as given by revelation. But such reasonings 
apon and elaborations of the two-fold word of 


God, the spiritual and the material, must if 


correctly worked out, evidently coincide ; and 
if incorrectly, react upon each other to the 
ultimate advantage of both. Whilst indepen- 
dency of origin, would in the first case not in- 
validate, but confirm the truth, it would in the 
second case assist in its bringingforth. Thus, 
if I would know the mechanism, power, and 
results of a novel and apparently complicated 
machine, if I would, namely, know the will 
and intentions of its meker in its construction, 
I may either examine the machine, and thus 
arrive indirect/y at the wil! and intentions of the 
maker, or I may apply directly to the maker 
anc obtain that will and those intentions by 
revelation. And if the maker then as being 
placed at a very superior point of view, should 
use the synthetical language appropriate to 
such a point of view, I should have to assist 
and correct my interpretations of its meanings 
by the direct observation and analysis of the 
machine itself; which would then become from 
the very independency of its teachings, an as- 
sistance, and not an obstacle to a definitely 
correct understanding. Now such has been in 
reality the respective historical courses of the 
two modes of interpretation of the word and 
will of God as exemplified in the machinery of 
nature and of man, and as given by the word 
of inspiration. The latter, has, from the very 
superiority and synthetical nature of its teach- 
ings, been constantly misapprehended, and cor- 
rected by reedings from the visible workings of 
nature and of man. Thus, whilst the high 
priests of revelation ever proclaimed arbitrary 
will as the supreme principle of the divine 
government, the high priests of nature re- 
sponded, Not so, for we can foresee. There- 
fore the will cannot be arbitrary, but must 
rather be of the nature of /aw. And whilst 
the high priests of revelation from their point 
of view declared the world and man to ve the 
center of all beings and things, the scope and 
end of creation; the high priests of nature 
again responded, Not so; our planet circulates 
in space around a far mightier center, in com- 
parison with which, the world and _ its inbabi- 
tant, man, sink into insignificance. And al- 
though in these cases, as in others that might 
be cited, the high priests of revelation de- 
murred, the force of truth derived from sour- 
ces independent of theirs was irresistible, and 
they had to give way and incorporate the in- 
terpretations thus received into their own. — 
Therefore I argue also in regard to the inde- 
pendent origin of the Religion of Attraction, 
that that cannot in itself be an a priori reason 
for condemnation ; but {rom previous experien- 
ces, is rather a reason for the revisal of the 
interpretations of Revelation, which equally as 
those of Science, are, after all is said, only the 
interpretations of men. 

‘«*Who could expect that a new religion set up 
in competition with Christianity, and which, while 
professing pure reason goes far beyond Christianity 
in the assertion of unexplained mysteries, but has 
no equality with it in spiritual power or miraculous 





sanction, who could expect that such a religion 
would gain the attention, or influence in any con- 
siderable degree the conduct of men ?’--Cireudar. 
But I have just attempted to show that the 
independent origin of the religion of Attraction, 
does not necessarily imply a setting up in compe- 
tition with Christianity ; that its bdlupentionay 
was after the manner of that of all speculative 
and scientific truth, and that its interpretations 
may possibly be found to be simply an analyti- 


cal reading from the book of nature and man, of 


the synthetical form of parable in whieh Christ 
delivered his teachings. Thus when Fourier 
from deduction to deduction is led to the Cos- 
mogonic conclusion that the duration of this 
world, our present planetary habitation, is lim- 
ited, and that its duration may even be esti- 
mated in years, he evidently does not contra- 
diet Christian expectations in regard to the end 
of the world. And when as regards Pneuma- 
tology he arrives, from premises built upon the 
observation of the most general facts, at the 
conclusion that the spirit of man is the image, 
although the far-off image, of Divinity, neither 
then does he contradict Christianity. And the 
general facts upon the observation of which be 
built his premises, were these : 

1. That men are forever oveupied in dis- 
tribucing thoughts, things and beings, in such 
manner as to bring order out of dixorder.—- 
2. That human beings draw together volunta- 
rily. 3. That they also draw together volun- 
tarily to labor the industrial fields of their 
earth. And upon these undeniable and gener- 
eral facts he then built his premises, that there 
are passional principles in man, which he 
named passions of Distribution, of Affection, 
and of Sensation, and which appear to di- 
verge or emanate from an inner seat or focus, 
to which he applied the usual name of’ Spirit 
or Soul. And which spirit or soul thus by its 
trinity of passional principles proves itself the 
image, however reflected and distant, of the 
Divine trinity; for God the Father is always 
represented as that Distributive ageney which 
draws order out of chaos ; God the Son, as the 
Affective agency which is to draw all men into 
one, and unto the Father through him-—and 
God the Holy Ghost, as the actual Working 
agency whose field of labor is represented as 
that of the culture of man, and whose regener- 
ating influences will finally give him a harvest 
of plenty and peace. 

Nor does Fourier by his theory of redemp- 
tion and code of morality, contradict the fun- 
damental principles of Christianity ; for he rep- 
resents man as to be redeemed from tie reign 
of disorder, by the Distributive agency of the 
Father, drawing him onward to order, and the 
kingdom of heaven,—by the Affective ageney 
of the Son, drawing men from selfishness to 
gencrosity and brotherhood ; and by the Spirit 
of Truth, as showing them of all things, and 
working in them how to will and todo. And 
he represents the false morality of the sacrifice 
and observances, so constantly condemned in 
the gospel, as replaced by that true morality, 
which will consist in an inner life of sincerity 
and goodness, and its outer exhibition in deeus 
of kindness and charity. 

It is therefore wholly incorrect. to represent 
the Religion of Attraction as having been set 
up in competition with Christianity. All that 
can be said in truth is, that it has been set up 
in competition with certain other interpreta- 
tions of Christianity: that whilst it interprets 
the Divine word and will in one way from the 
actual observation of their practical workings 
as exemplified in the cornections and relation- 
ships which prevail throughout nature and 
man; the Religions of Revelation interpret 
them in another way, because they interpret 
from the observation of their ¢heoretical work- 
ings in the connections and relations of the 
mere letters and words and sentences of the 
law. And if we will further observe that these 
last interpretations have been vow at work for 
1800 years and more, without in truth and in 
deed implanting themselves in man. we may be 
permitted to ask a more deliberate judgment in 
regard to the merits of Fourier’s independent 
interpretations, and as to whether they are or 
are not in competition with the true Spirit of 
Christianity. 

Fourier indeed never pretended to set his 
interpretations up in competiton with Christi- 
anity ; he only deemed himself to be the most 
thurough interpreter of its true spirit: his 
works are full of quotations from the New Tes- 
tament, and of attempts to show that he had 
evolved truths by scientific analysis, which 
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had there been synthetically delivered. And 
if he does go far beyond the New Testament 
in the assertion of unexplained mysteries, why 
should it not have been given to him in return 
for the asking of a truth-loving heart? It he 
sought, why should be not have found, accord- 
ing to the promise? And since he knocked, 
why should it not have been opened to him ? 
He asked in the name of that spirit of Order, 
and of Affection and of Works, which guides 
and overrules all men who would benefit their 
race. He asked in that name for a solution of 
the difficulties and darknesses which surrounded 
him; why then should it not have been done to 
him, according to his request ? He sought for 
a clue to the entangled web of Disorder ; why 
should he not have found it in Attraction and 
the Law of the Series ? And since he knocked 
at that door of Nature which has been so fre- 
quently opened tothe sincere seeker after truth, 
why should it have been closed against him ? 
And although Fourier’s interpretations do not 
of themselves claim any spiritual power, they 
lay claim to the being clothed mm the spiritual 
power of truth, and therefore in the very garb 
of Christianity ; and although they do net lay 
claim to the sanction of exceptional miracle, 
they lay claim to the sanction of the every-day 
iniracles of that Passional life of man, which is 
the image and representation of Deity upon 
earth. 

When therefore it is asked, ‘‘How could such 
a religion expect to gain the attention of men, 
or to influence in any considerable degree the 
conduct of men ?”? [ reply, that it might ex- 
pect to gain the attention of men, because true; 
and toinfluence the conduct of men in some 
considerable degree, because reasonable; and 
that to condemn its truth and its reasonable- 
ness, simply because the attention of men and 
an influence over them has not yet been ob- 
tained, is only to condemn the prophets of’ a!) 
ages who have ever and ever been rejected and 
stoned, and to approve of those who, clothing 
the truth in some scarlet garment of their own, 
mock at it because they know not what they do. 

‘That the first Phalansterians, with such a reli- 
gious entertainment as Fourier invited them to, 
should practically defer attention to the religious 
question, was, it seems to us, inevitable. All that 
can be said of Fourier’s extra mundane speculations 
is, that they are fanciful, perhaps ingenious, but 
not proven.”—Circular. 

The religious entertainment to which Fourier 
invited men, was this :—T the belief that God 
had breathed his spirit into man, and had thus 
made him his passional or spiritual image. 
That the Divine spirit thus working within him, 
should accomplish his Destinies, and that these 
Destinies should be of progres-ive degrees 
throughout eternity. That his destiny, as the 
humanity of this earth, should be to cultivate 
it into the kingdom of heaven; and that in 
the accomplishment of this destiny, his genera- 
tions should be subject to deaths and resurree- 
tions. That when dead, he should still live, 
because the spirit of God was within him, and 
alternate from scene to scene, because that 
spirit is ever changing its forms of manifesta- 
tions throughout all space, in its winters, 
springs and summers of dissolutions and_revi- 
vals. Such are the fanciful, perhaps ingenious, 
speculations of Fourier; and if not proven, 
then also are the interpretations of Christianity, 
(which say that man is made in the image of 
God, that he is asa vessel in the hands of the 
potter, that he shall die and live again,) fanci- 
ful, perhaps ingenious, but not proven; and if 
it be said that no interpretation of Christianity 
ean be made to speak of the resurrections upon 
this earth which Fourier speaks of, I might 
perhaps ask how it is that having ears ye do 
not hear, nor do ve understand how the dead 
showed themselves to many after the resurrec- 
tion of Christ, walking again upon this earth ? 
and how that may typify that at the coming 
resurrection of Christ in man by the vivifying 
powers of the principles of Order, Affection 
and Works, we shall no more see as through a 
glass darkly, but face to face ; that men do ac- 
tually live, although dead, and revisit the 
scenes of their mercies or cruelties, to reap 
the rewards thereof ? 

But it is possible that the “ fanciful, perhaps 
ingenious, but not proven,” may reside in the 
proclamation of a Series of Destinies, ever ri- 
sing in glory through states of progressive mag- 
nificence of passional intonation and play ; 
well then, [ allow that the proclamation is not 
proven in such manner that St. Thomas by touch 
of finger shall believe ; but that if itis there- 
fore simply fanciful, and perhaps ingenious, 
then also is the declaration that our Father in 
Heaven has prepared many mansions for those 
that believe, likewise fanciful, perhaps ingen- 
ions, but not proven ; in fine, simply a religious 
entertainment. Entertainment for entertain- 
ment. What sort of religious entertainment ; 
what sort of real binding together entertain- 
ments, have the struggling interpretations of 
Christianity furnished forth? The reply is, 


auto da fes and persecutions, and barbarisms, 
and fire and sword ; these have been the enter- 
tainments furnished forth in abundance by the 
hitherto interpretations of the Divine word and 
will ; and surely such entertainments are much 
farther from the true spirit of Christianity, than 
any that Fourier furrishes forth. And if it 
should be said that the entertainment consists 
in the difficulties which attach themselves to 
the Religion of Attraction as compared with 
the simplicity of Christianity, I have no hesi- 
tation in staking the whole of its difficulties 
against one tittle of the actual contradictions 
involved in the usual church interpretations ; 
and if I do not show fully these contradictions 
here, it is because I do not wish to offend opin- 
ions held by others, any more than it is abso- 
lutely demanded by the defence of my own; 
and [ shall therefore only show in how far 
Fourier’s opinions in regard to the Divine, 
square in reality with the Divine Attributes ; 
and then invite those opposed to me to try 
their own opinions by the same criterion. As 
regards Omnipotence, then, Fourier represents 
the Creator as having made man to be exactly 
as He intended, and as having planned and pre- 
scribed for him his Destinies throughout eter- 
nity. As regards Omniscience, he represents 
Him as knowing what he was about when he 
made man, and as not expecting any pertor- 
mance from him, which he did not, does not, 
or shall not actually yield. As regards Justice 
again, he represents the Infinite Creator as 
weighing the finite creatures of his will, in 
equal balances as such, and as inflicting the 
finite punishments of correction, through the 
play of laws which men may learn to know and 
respect and love, as true guides on the paths 
of their welfare. And finally, as regards 
Mercy, he represents the Creator as preparing 
a happy Destiny for all, even upon this earth, 
and thereafter, an ever renewing one for ever 
and ever. 

And now, let those who will, try Omnipo- 
tence in the same way against the doctrine of 
the Fall. Try Omniscience against the appa- 
rently unforeseen deviations of man, and 
against the expectations of dutiful obedience 
for ever unfulfilled. Try Justice against the 
condemnation of an innocent race, implanted 
in a primitive creative mistake, over which they 
had no control. Try Mercy against the final 
despair and torments of many, both here and 
hereafter. And let them then say in truth, 
which of the two doctrines is the most simple, 
and most likely finally to engage the attention 
and sympathies of men, and influence their 
conduct. 

‘ Fourier’s credit as a philosopher will be allowed 
by his adherents to rest mainly, we presume, on the 
celebrated formulas, ‘ Attractions are proportioned 
to Destinies,’ and ‘The Series distributes Harmonies.’ 
These two formulas seem to us no more than mod- 
ernized, condensed, and perhaps abridged state- 
ments, of truths that were announced in the New 
Testament in the sayings of Christ and in the wri- 
tings of Paul. 

) Matthew. 
Attractions proportioned | John. 


to Destinies. lst Corinthians. 
, Ephesians. 


The Series distributes } 1st Corinthians. 
Harmonies. Ephesians.” 
Circular. 

T don’t perfectly understand what is meant 
here by Fourier’s credit as a philosopher rest- 
ing mainiy upon these two formulas. They 
were engraved on his tomb at Montmartre, in 
the pithy form suitable for such a purpose, and 
are thus rather the finishing off and apex of 
the teachings upon which his credit as a_phi- 
losopher rests, than the foundation itself. I 
believe that ‘‘ Love ye one another,” is the 
sum and substance of the teachings of Christ ; 
but would it therefore be correct for me to say, 
that his credit as a lawgiver and Savior rested 
upon that? 

Allowing, however, that these two formulas 
taken by themselves are ‘“‘no more than mo- 
dernized, condensed and perhaps abridged 
statements of New Testament truths,” why 
then do you consider them so difficult to be un- 
derstood,—so fanciful and unproveu? You 
grant that ‘¢ Attractions proportional to Des- 
tinies,” is a simply modernized aud condensed 
New Testament truth, and yet you seem to 
attach very little importance to. what Fourier 
deems its necessary deductions. 

You admit in the same way the validity of 
the distribution of Harmonies by the Series ; 
and yet when Fourier, from a deeper searching 
into that truth, declares its more hidden mean- 
ing, you ask as it were, m what way can that 
avail us? Therefore, when the New Testament 
says, ** All things are yours,” Fourier adds, 
(bevause he had asked fervently in the name of 
Truth, undoubtedly,) If ye will distribute your- 
selves so that ye love one unother and worl: ef- 
fectually, the earth of which ye are vicegerents, 
then will ye be Christ’s ; and Christ is God’s. 
And when the New Testament says, ‘* Ye are 





complete in him, which is the head of all prin- 
cipality and power,” Fourier shows how Affec- 
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tion is Christ, the true anointed one of God, 
and how it may become the head of all princi- 
pality and power amongst men. And when 
the formula that the Series distributes Harmo- 
nies, is identified with the Scriptural text in 
regard to the body being one and having many 
members, may [ not be permitted to ask, 
whether Fourier might not perchance he a 
member ** set by God,” and whether it may not 
be wrong to say of him, ‘‘ We have no need 
of thee.” Whether that now aparently so 
feeble member may not perhaps be very neces- 
sary to the building of us all up into real faith 
and righteousness And while I do not at all 
regret the parallel, which you yourselves insti- 
tute between the Series distributing Harmo- 
nies,—and * the foundation of a bualding fitly 
framed together, and which groweth wnto a holy 
temple wn the Lord,” 1 ask, but why then 
consider the formula so insufficient ? how should 
it then only be of interest for investigation in 
a lower sphere ? 

‘* If the doctrines here compared are not identical, 
they at least have a sufficient resemblance to justify 
us in saying that the New Testament contains what- 
ever is true and good in the Fourieristic formulas, 
while its qualification connecting the law of Attrac- 
tion and the law of the Series with Christ, supplies 
an essential element which Fourier omits. We ad- 
mire the dense brevity of the French maxims, but 
we think they are trimmed a little too close to fill 
out the mould of entire truth.”—Circular. 


But if the teachings of the New Testament 
are almost identical with those of Fourier, 
pray how is it that the churches have never 
insisted upon men distributing themselves into 
the Phalanx order of the Series of Industrial 
Groups, as the only means of building up men 
unto a fitting temple of the Lord? May it 
aot be, that although the New Testament does 
in reality contain allthat is true and good in 
the formulas of Fourier, it may contain them 
only as a germ contains all its possible future 
developments; and that under the fervor of 
a more complete faith in God’s goodness 
and merey and truth, they have yielded devel- 
opments to Fourier which the churches have 
never been capable of evolving ? 

As regards the connection of the laws of 
Attraction and the Series as developed by 
Fourier, with Christ, I have already intimated 
in what precedes, the completest connection ; 
and it has been much farther developed by 
Fourier himself and other writers of his school. 
Therefore, since neither that qualification is 
wanting, it would appear asif the Circular 
admitted the identity of the New Testament 
teachings and those of Fourier’s formulas, but 
has not as yet, seized fully upon all the de- 
ductions which flow necessarily from the New 
Testament truths, when viewed in their fullest 
light. 

And now pray recollect that I set out by 
saying that the Religions of Science might pos- 
sibly be incapable of * filling out the mould of 
entire truth,” even in their completest devel- 
opments; that the Religions of Revelation 
might possibly be their necessary complement ; 
but I say at the same time, that the interpre- 
ters of Revelation will never arrive at its com- 
plete meaning,if they refuse the assistance of the 
interpretations drawn from the book of nature 
and of man, stretched out open before them by 
the Creator himself. And amidst the most sim- 
ple and at the same time most comprehensive of 
these last interpretations, is that which declares 
that our Destinies here and hereafter may be 
read in the essential attractions of our joint 
humanity, and that these Destinies will be 
those of Liberty, Order and consequent Har- 
mony, whenever and wherever the universal 
law of Liberty and Order, the Law of the 
Series, is understood and obeyed. 

Again therefore, [ petition for a revisal of 
the Circular’s first judgments ; and ask wheth- 
er, from what I have just shown, the doctrines 
of Fourier may not, when understood, prove 
themselves to be something more than fanciful 
or ingenious; whether they may not perhaps 
prove themselves to be, to some considerable 
degree, reasonable and true. 





Asparacus Breps.—Those whe have asparagus beds 
should now give them a good top-dressing of rich 
short manure. The crop has been generally taken 
from them, and now the plants are ready to make 
their growth for the rest of the year. If well fed 
now, the beds will return fourfold next spring. But 
very few really know what first-rate asparagus is, 
Mr. Philo Parsons, in his garden a short time ago, 
showed us his beds that he had prepared himself. 
The shoots were from two to three inches in circum- 
ference, and so delicious, meiting, and of such 
flavor, that one only accustomed to the common 
asparagus of the markets would have been inclined 
to ask what new vegetable it was, instead of believ- 
ing that it was asparagus. It is the custom now to 
let the beds take care of themselves, buta few 
dressings of salt, with either solid or liquid manure, 
will pay, as this is the season to promote the growth 
of strong roots, by having strong foliage.— Evening 





Lines Written on Visiting Gethsemane. 


BY T. C. UPHAM. 





Oh let me not forget! *Twas here, 
Earth of the Saviour’s grief and toil! 

He knelt ;— and oft the falling tear 
Mingled his sorrows with thy soil ;— 

When, in the Garden’s fearful hour, 

He felt the great temptation’s power. 


Here was the proffer’d bitter cup. 
‘* Tuy WIIL BE DONE,” the Saviour said ; 
His faith received, and drank it up. 
Amazed, the baffled tempter fled,— 
Repulsed, with all his hate and skill, 
Before an acquiescent will. 


Oh man! In memory of that hour 
Let rising murmurs be repress’d ; 
And learn the secret of thy power 
Within a calm and patient breast. 
‘Tuy Witt BE pong.” Tis that, which rolls 
Their agony from suffering souls. 


Such is the lesson that I find, 

Here, in the Saviour’s place of tears ;-- 
The lesson, that the trusting mind 

Has strength to conquer griefs and fears ; 
And doom’d upon the cross to die, 
Finds death itself a victory. 
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ONEIDA, NOVEMBER 1, 1860. 

L2= We offer considerable space again in this 
number to our zealous Fourieristic correspondent, 
for the vindication of his master’s fame as a true 
Biblical as well as scientific reformer. We have 
not time now for a particular examination of the 
proof he brings to sustain this view: and indeed 
we have no disposition to prolong controversy on 
this point. Whatever may have been Fourier’s 
personal attitude towards Christianity, his repre- 
sentative to-day insists that his: doctrines are but 
advanced and analytical interpretations of scripture 
truths, and may be held in perfect harmony with 
the teachings of Christianity. We accept this 
either as a virtual surrender on the part of Fou- 
rier and his disciples to the Bible system, or as 
evidence, to be valued for what it is worth, 
that we have been mistaken in our impressions 
of the unbelieving and irreverent posture of Fou- 
rier’s mind toward the Christian revelation. In 
either case, it disposes of any occasion for dis- 
pute. We readily see that much of the scientific 
socialism relating to the laws of order and orga- 
nization, which Fourier propounds, may be ex- 
plained in coincidence with the germs of Christ- 
ian idess in the Bible; and if his adherents, ap- 
preciating the primary, all-comprehensive force 
and meaning of the New Testament History of 
Christ, can modestly hold their work as auxilia- 
ry and complementary to that gospel, we shall 
think their aim a good one, and expect to see it 
meet with success.—G. 


A Demand for Faith. 


The Second Coming of Christ isa subject which, 
perhaps more than any other, requires faith and 
labor of soul to get a clear apprehension of.— 
Like the resurrection of Christ, it was a spiritual 
transaction in the spiritual world, of which none 
were witnesses but the parties interested. As it 
is said that flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
Kingdom of God, so it is certain that no mere 
natural eye (in the common meaning of tha term) 
ever beheld Christ after he was risen, nor wit- 
nessed his coming again according to his promise. 

We have said by implication that the resurrec- 
tion of Christ was a transaction in the spiritual 
world. It was so in this sense, viz: that, though 
he appeared to his disciples and to many of the 
believers, talking with them, and eating with 
them, after his resurrection, yet it is manifest 
that none saw him except those whos eyes were 
spiritually opened. Nota single witness other 
than his disciples—not a single item of history 
other than that originating through them, has 
borne testimony to the fact of Christ’s resurrec- 
tion. Yet all christendom profess to believe in 
the resurrection of Christ, while they will de- 
ny and ignore the fact of his Second Coming at 
the time promised, because, as they imagine, the 
history of the world since that time has not cor- 
roborated and docs not warrantit. This is the 
reason why we say it requires faith, and earnest 
struggling of the spirit and heart, to truly appre- 
hend the Second Coming, with its revolutionary 
consequences. Unlike that of the Resurvection 
of Christ, this subject has soaked as it were, in the 
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the days of the early Fathers to the present time ; 
and with this unbelief we have to contend. The 
Scriptures on this subject have been wrested, twis- 
ted, and construed in al! possible ways to avoid the 
inevitable meaning of Christ’s plain prediction in 
regard to the time of his coming—“ Verily, Veri- 
ly, 1 say unto you, THIS GENERATION shall not 
pass till all these things be fulfilled. Heaven 
and eurth shall pass away, but my word shall 
not pass away.” There is no other instance re- 
corded, in which Christ placed such earnest em- 
phasis un his statements, and sealed them, as it 
were, with his oath—Heaven and earth shall 
away, BUT MY WORD SHALL NOT Pass AWay.”— 

And there the redoubtable passage still stands, in 
the forcible simplicity with which it was uttered, 
invincible to the assaults of the world’s unbelief, 
and still inviting and challenging its faith. How 
many are ready to take Christ’s words on this 
point into their hearts without further cvnfir- 


mation ?7—L. 
= - + <a - _ 


Heaven’s Inspiration. 





Can we be mediums of it? Every body, appa- 
rently, is the subject of inspiration of some sort. 
Devotees of the various reforms that are going, 
by giving themselves up, each one to the propaga- 
tion of his chosen idea, thereby generate and be. 
come possessed of a special inspiration and enthu- 
siasm which enables them to elaborate and exem- 
plify to the best possible advantage, the thought 
that has taken their attention. ‘“ Modern spirit- 
ualists’’ become inspired mediums of the Hadean 
influences, to a greater or less degree, according 
to the earnestness with which they seek, and vol- 
untarily yield to, such influences. So, too, people 
in general become inspired and controlled by the 
spirit of worldliness in its various forms, or become 
subjects of the spiritual influences of righteous- 
ness, in a degree proportioned to their own choice 
in the matter. In the words of scripture—“ his 
servants they are, to whom they yield themselves 
servants to obey ; whether of sin unto death, or 
of obedience unto righteousnes.” 

Such being the every-day facts of men's expe- 
rience, we may well consider whether it is not 
just as practicable for us to become mediums of 
heaven’s inspiration, as of any inferior kind. If 
men can become chronically inspired with the 
spirit of worldliness, why can they not become 
confirmed mediums of the heavenly spirit? If 
it is true, as we are informed on good authority, 
that “in God we live and move and have our 
being,” does it not follow that we are primarily 
adapted to be mediums of His spirit? We as- 
suredly believe that it dues. And the Bible 
philosophy and process of attaining this result, 
is similar to that we have alluded to as_ generally 
prevailing- Can we give God our atlention? 
Can we learn to wait upon him, and thus invite 
his thoughts and purposes to possess us? ‘The 
indwelling, abiding presence of the Spirit of 
Truth is freely promised to all that ask. “ More 
ready,” says Christ, “is your heavenly Father 
to give his holy Spirit to them that ask him, 
than earthly parents are to give goud gifts to their 
children.” And what an untold amount of evil 
influences might be shut out by complying with 
the apostle’s exhortation tobe “riitep with the 
Spirit.” 

To be filled with this Spirit—to have every pas- 
sion and susceptibility of their natures permeated 
by it, and instinct with its life—and their whole 
bodies, living expressions of its intelligence and 
love, we believe is the manifest calling of be- 

lievers. Thus can they become indecd, “ trM- 
pies of the Holy Ghost.”—t. 





Matters of Mention. 


The Pacific Telegraph. 

A telegraph to the Pacific seems likely to be- 
come a fact accomplished. The St. Louis Demo- 
crat, publishes the programme agreed upon by 
the Pacific and American Telegraph Company, 
for the construction of their line to Califormia.—- 
It is believed that communication between Mis- 
souri and California, will be speedily ‘established 
by this route, so that news from San Francisco, 
will be received within the space of one hundred 
hours. The route proposed 1s the Southern route 
through Texas, Arizona, and the valley of Gila. A 
contract has already been made with responsible 
parties for the transportation of poles for nearly 
200 miles up the valley of the Gila. When the 
line reaches Fort Yama, there will be a gap be- 
tween the California telegraph and Fort Smith, 
Arkansas, of 1,200 miles. But negotiations are 
pending for the extension of the Stebbins line, 
from Fort Smith to the Red river at Sherman, 
Texas ; and propositions have been exchanged be- 


tween the Stebbins Company and the Pacific and 
Atlantic Company, to build and forward each end 
as rapidly as possible. In reference to this route, 
the Democrat remarks: 

Although, as we have before stated, the Pacific 
Telegraph, authorized to be built by act of Con- 
gress, and for which the Federal Government 
agreed to pay $40,000 per annum, has been de- 
creed to follow the Pony Express route, via Fort 
Laramie and Carson Valley, it is still believed by 
most of those interested in the enterprise that the 
southern route is the best for working a tele- 
graph, owing to the ease ana facility of keeping 
the wires in repair, and more than all to the dan- 
gerous thunder-storms and atmospheric influences 
upon the Upper Platte river. 

It has been two years since the people of Cali- 
fornia were glad to receive their Atlantic news in 
twenty-five days. It has since been reduced by 
the operation of the Pony Express and telegraph 
to twelve days. By the extension of the lines 
named, and a fast express, the time may be re- 
duced to a little over 100 hours. A brief inter- 
val will thenelapse before the operators of Mis- 
souri and California will exchange their congratu- 
lations over arid plains and through mountain val- 
leys in as many minutes. If any doubts that this 
is a fast age, he can here find a striking tlustration. 


Departure of the Prince. 

...-The Prince of Wales departed from Port- 
land for England, on Saturday, the 20th ult., at 4 
o’clock, P. M. The British vessels accompanying 
the Prince’s vessel Hero, from Portland, were the 
Ariadne, the Nile, the Flying Fish, and the Styx. 
The Nile and the Styx were to leave the squadron 
at Halifax. The Tribune’s correspondent says: 


“The departure was a finer sight than ever the 
arrival three months ago in the Bay of Halifax. 
Aleng the rough shore of Cape Elizabeth, groups 
of farewell gazers were clustered, waving such 
parting salutations as they could give. ‘To these, 
even tho least of them, the ships responded by the 
dipping of their colors. As they passed through 
the narrow channel, plunging aud tossing until 
the waves swept into the lower ports—for the 
swell was very heavy—the sun, just dvopping be- 
hind the hills, seemed to throw vut over the wa- 
ter its own refulgent beam of farewell, which 
turned the wet, black hulls into shining gold as 
it fell upon them. Upon the outermost ledge. be- 
yond the light-house, there were standing two 
spectators who sent through the twilight the last 
silent testimonials of adieu. Then the ships re- 
ceded dimly, losing form at last in the hastening 
dusk, until only three motionless dots were seen 
on the horizon. And this was the ending of the 
visit of the Prince of Wales.” 


..--The venerable Dr. Lyman Beecher has just 
passed into his 86th year. The burden of age 
begins at Jast to rest upon him heavily, though 
not until fourscore years did he begin percep- 
tibly to lose his normal activity of body or mind. 
He still walks the street, suffers no disease but 
the infirmities of age, and exibits cheerful spirits, 
though at times a wandering mind. During the 
past summer he has visited many of his old friends, 
and seven of his ten surviving children. In May, 
he spent a few weeks with Dr. Brainard of Phil- 
adelphia. Returning, he passed several days at Or- 
ange, N. J., at the residence of Prof. Mason. 
Shortly afterwards he took a trip into New Eng- 
land, revisiting the scenes of his early school-days 
at Guilford, Ct., where be married his first wife 
in 1799. Every Sunday morning the venerable 
man is still seen in his pew in Plymouth church 
— leaning upon his cane like Jacob upon his staff; 
the father sitting at the feet of the son.—Inde- 
pendent. 

...-On the 16th of August last, a flash of light- 
ning struck a windmill at Lappion, in France, in 
which there was a female who was killed by the 
electric fluid, and on whose body there was left 
the picture of a neighboring tree, with all its 
branches and leaves complete. This singular tat- 
tooing by the lightning was seen and attested by 
medical examiners and the municipal authorities 
of the place.—Scientific American. 

...-Captain Ericsson’s admirable invention for 
setting in motion sewing machines, withvut the 
aid of atreadle, is meeting with much favor.— 
Compressed air furnishes the power used. A 
large receiver is placed in the operator's room 
into which is forced the air, afterwards conveyed 
to each machine through tubes. The sewing 
girls are thus relieved of the fatiguing task of 
working the treadle, and have nothing to do but 
to regulate the movement.— Ibid. 

...-Atthe late Fair of the American Institute, 
in New York city, there were on exhibition no 
less than 500 different varieties of pears; more 
than 200 varieties of apples; 30 different kinds 
of plums ; and 15 kinds of grapes, in luscious and 
tempting clus‘ers.—Life Illustrated. 

...-The aggregate remittances received through 
the mails yearly, by the proprietors of the New 
York daily and weckly newspapers, amount to 
upwards of five millions of dollars, as near.as can 
be ascertained from.data furnished by the pro- 
prietors themselves, in response to inquiries made 





on this subject. 


An Oneida Journal. 


Friday, Oct. 26.—We have always desired and 
expected that the Circular would unobtrusively 
secure the attention of people, and gradually 
work its way to popular favor, or the favor of 
those everywhere who love the truth; and we 
have cheering evidence from time to time, that 
such is the case. It has sometimes happened 
that the attention of staunch friends of the cause 
was first drawn tc the truth by tho merest 
chance, as it were—the falling in with a stray 
copy, or part of a copy, of our paper. Such ac- 
quaintanceship is quite as likely to prove lasting 
as that which comes from more direct effort. In- 
deed, we are satisfied it pleases God to liave peo- 
ple seek the truth themselves, because they hun- 
ger and thirst after it, rather than to have it 
thrust upon them by direct proselytism. We 
were reminded of these facts by the receipt of 
two letters to-day, one from Pennsylvania and the 
other from Illinois. The lady from Pennsyl- 
vania says: 

Frrenps:—As an earnest inquirer after truth, 
will you permit me to address vou by the title of 
friends? I know nothing of your faith but 
what little I could get out of one small piece of 
the Circular, which I happened to pick up; but 
that little seemed just the thing for my spiritual 
wants. I cannot send you money now, butina 
few weeks I will pay fora year’s subscription, 
as my means will make it easy for me. With 
many good wishes, Yours, &e, 

The other lady writes that she has seen one or 
two copies of our paper and wishes to become 
more acquainted with it, if we will allow her to 
take it a year and pay for it at the end of that 
time if she is able. We assure her that we shall 
just as gladly send the paper to her, and to any 
others under similar circumsiances, as though they 
paid for it. We expect, of course, and desire 
that those in whose hands God has placed the 
means will be liberal in helping sustain the pa- 
per; but we place it entirely un the score of lib- 
erality, and the spontaneous workings of their 
own hearts. 

Tn the evening meeting, after letter and news- 
paper reading, H. J.S. entertained the family 
with an interesting talk, asketch of which we 
give below, on the 

IMPORTANCE OF STATISTICS IN AGRICULTURE. 

To show the condition of things, that prevail, to 
a considerable extent in the agricultural world, 
we will suppose tbat a census-taker undertakes 
the business of collecting statistics, and calls upon 
one of our neighboring farmers of average means 
and condition. Ife inquires the amount of his 
land. ‘130 acres.” ‘*How many oats did you 
raisc the past season?” ‘ Well, I guess about 
five hundred bushels.” ‘On how much land did 
you raise them?” ‘ Well, I, guess there were 
eight acres and a half.” ‘* How much per bushel 
did it cost to raise them?” “ Well, I don’t know, 
I can hardly guess.” Just so when the farmer is 
inquired of respecting his corn and potatoes, and 
other crops; he has never used the rod-pole to 
measure the extent of his grounds, nor scarcely 
the bushel-basket for the sake of measuring 
his crops; and his estimates depend almost 
entirely upon a wholesale system of guess- 
ing. Heis utterly at a loss for retiable statistics. 
Ifere it is that agriculture is-most lamentably de- 
ficient; and here it is that we can most, profitably 
take a step in advance. No business can be car- 
ried on with complete success, without some clear 
and well defined plan, or, theory. And no clear 
theory can be established without a firm basis of 
facts to rest upon. This firm basis of . facts can- 
not be made available unless these fcts are close- 
ly observed and correctly recorded. How cana 
farmer compare one crop with another with any 
degree of certainty, in order to aseertain which 
is the most profitable, withuut reliable statistics 
as to cost of raising and the amount obtained 7— 
Without such statistics he can never ascertain the 
value of any improvements whieh he makes.— 
If he experiments with a new kind of manure, or 
undertakes a little under-draining, he can never 
find out the real value of these improvements 
without knowing the amount of his crops before, 
and after his experiments ; andif he is a preju- 
diced man, (which is likely to be the casc,) he 
will decide wrongly. Doubtless, many good 
things have been condemned in eomsequence of 
this lack of statistics. Moreover, afew careful 
experiments with the help of statistics. would 
forever settle hundreds of questions, both sides of 
which have had warm advocates through many 
generations of farmers; such as, whether it is 
best to plant large or small potatues ? whether it 
is best to cut them ? which kind of corn is most 
profitable, the large or small? is it best to hill 





up the corn, or keep the ground level? &c , &e. 
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These questions might all be settled in every 
locality in a few years, with the help of statistics 

For another thing, a farmer does not know how 
much he loses by carelessness in letting weeds 
go to seed with his crops, unless he keeps some 
account of the extra labor which these seeds cost 
him, perhaps a dozen years after, when the plow 
brings them to the surface where they can germi 
nate. 

Another, and one of the worst results of this 
lack of a system, is, that it absolutely kills en 
thusiasm. Now we might and ought to have the 
same kind of enthusiasm in agriculture, as we 
have in playing ball. If we had no man to keep 
tally in playing ball, would it not take away 
half the sport? Just so if I raise 50 bushels of 
corn on an acre of ground one yerr, at a cost ol 
twelve cents per bushel, would I-not be wide 
awake to raise if possible, seventy bushels the 
next year, at acost of only ten cents? But | 
can get up no enthusiasm to attempt it, only as it 
is built on and encouraged by reliable statistics, 

Another and more deplorable result of this sys 
tem, or rather no system of statistics, is its effect 
on the characters of agriculturalists, If per 
sons cannot get good reliable theories to work 
from, they will let prejudice and dogmatism take 
the place of them. “A little knowledge is a dan- 
gerous thing ;” and farmers are apt tw elevate the 
knowledge which they obtain by their imperfect 
observations, into the place of supreme wisdom, 
and to become intolerant, one sided, and bigoted 
characters ; whereas, if they were continually un 
der the criticism of facls and figures, they would 
be far more reasonable and candid. 

Perhaps I cannot better illustrate what | 
should like to see preYail more extensively in every 
specific department c¥ our own agricultural busi- 
ness, than to refer to'an account which I have kept 
of the expenses of cultivating two acres of straw- 
berries for two years, the time required to ma 
ture the crop, and the proceedy of the same. 


Denit. 
158 1-2 days’ work, at $1 per day, $158 50 
18 days’ work, with two horse team 
at $250 perday, - - - 45 00 
101 small loads of manure, at 80 





cts. per load, - - - 80 80 
4 loads leached ashes, at 75 cts. 
per load, - - - . - 3 00 
75 bushels unleached. ashes, at 
12 1-2 cts. a bushel, - - 9 37 1-2 
Superphosphate, Plants, Straw, 
to. &e,, - - . - - 28 63 
4 days’ work with single horse, at 
$2 per day, - : - : 8 00 
Total, #282 80 1-2 
Crepir. 
3,000 Plants sold, - - - - #15 00 
7,709 quarts of Berries, at 8 1-2-cts. 
per.quart, - - : -+ 665 261-2 
Total, $670 26 1-2 


282 80 1-2 


Net profits, $387 46 

Now, with such an account before me, have | 
not better occasion for taking hold of the busi 
ness. of raising the succeeding crop enthusiasti 
cally, with a strong purpose to raise more and 
better berrics, on less land and at a less cost per 
quart, than I should have if I kept no accounts, 
and on the whole did not know but T was doing « 
losing business ? 

Saturday, 27th.—Our friend G. W. R., of Bald 
winsville, N, Y., ina private note reccived to-day, 
thus gives vent to his enthusiasm for our great 
leader: “ Now a little politics. It is not for 
Bell, nor Breckenridge, nor Douglas, nor for the 
noble Lincoln ;. but it is three cheers square fur 
Jesus Christ, the true King. Hurrah! : Hurrah! 
Hurrah!” This-has a good ring to it, and we re. 
joice that the true spirit of loyalty to Christ ia. 
at work among our friends outside, while the 
great Presidential contest is going on in the po 
litieal world.———J. J. F., of Bergen, N. J., con 
tinues his liberal contributions for the support of 
the paper, and does not farget the idea of its 
sometime becoming a Daily. Ina late note he 
says: ** Which is most desirable, an edifice first. 
or a daily religious.paper ? —_Kither one would be 
an achievement to rest upon. The latter might 
materially further the former. Tas not the time 
arriyed for at least a Semi-weekly? Who wi!! 
study increased industry and economy; and whv 
of outsiders increased contribution ?” 

Sunday. Evening, 28th.— Another. of the ** Home 
Concerts,” got up under the superintendence vf 
Mr, Shelling. These concerts prove a very good 
entertainment for the family, and promise to su- 
persede, to some extent, the theatrical perform- 
ances we usually have during the winter. Mr. 8. 
is indefatigable in his efforts to develop the sing- 
ing talent of the Community, and has also intro- 
duced a healthy system of gymnastic exercises. 
among our women and children. 


Deduct expenses, 











Tuesday, 30th:— The weather has been quite fair 
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and Indiaz-summery for a few days, and the 
farmers are busily taking advantage of it to se- 
cure our crops. The potatoes are dug—apples 
ind other fruit gathered, and husking and root- 
ligging well along. Notwithstanding the sea- 
son has been so wet and unfavorable, our crops on 
the whale have been very good, and some even 
bountiful, particularly fruit. We recognize a good 
providence in this, and would render a grateful 
tribute to God for it. 

Mr. Allen, our book keeper, who does most of 
our mailing, received to-day the following pe- 
tition, which was signed by most of the adults 
of our Wallingford family: 

“The undersigned, members of the Walling- 
ford Community, do respectfully petition your 
honor as follows: Whereas the Wallingford 
Community derives great profit and edification 
from the Oneida journals and correspondence, 
and these journals and letters increase in ipterest 
and value as winter approaches, and resources of 
pleasure and excitement diminish, therefore we 
do humbly pray that hereafter.a daily mail may 
ba established between. Qneida and Wallingford, 
thus ensuring.us the satisfaction of receiving 
daily the latest advices and information from 
head quarters; and your petitioners will, as in du- 
tv bound, ever pray, &c., &c. 

The system of prmvate journalizing between the 
different Communities, has grown up to be quite an 
institution with us; and we trust our wants in 
this line, will stimulate all to renewed effort in 
the way ef preparation for a Daily, which we ex- 
pect will sometime take the place of much of this 
private ‘journalizing. 





The Second Coming of Christ. 
No. III. 
ill. THE EXPECTATIONS OF.THE PRIMITIVE 
CHURCH. 

There is abundant proof in the New 
Testament that the primitive believers 
understood the foregoing predictions of 
Christ in their most obvious sense ; and 
accordingly expected the Second Coming 
within the lifetime of some of their qwn 
number. We will notice a few specimens; 
of their customary manner of speech con-' 
cerning the Second Coming. ‘Ye come 
behind in no gift, waiting for the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 Cor. 1: -7. 
“Our conversation is in heaven, from 
whence also we look for the Savior the 
Lord Jesus Christ.” Phil. .3: 20, “Ye 
turned to God from idols, to serve the 
living and trie God, and to wait for his 
Son from heaven.” 1 Thess, 1: .9, 10. 
“The grace of God.---hath appeared, 
.---teaching us..--that we should live 
soberly, &c., looking for that blessed hope 
and the glorious appearing qf the great 
God and our Savior Jesus Christ. Tit. 2: 
11—13. Such language as this is 
perfectly natural on the supposition that 
they understood Christ’s predictions as 
setting the period of the Second Coming 
nigh at hand ; and it is perfectly unnat- 
ural on any other supposition, as is 
proved by the fact that such language at 


the present day, when the churches gen- 
erly believe the Second Coming to be afar 


off, is altogether obsolete ; except among 
those whose theory, like that of Miller, 
places the Second Advent very near the 
present time. Men do not wazt and look 
for a far distant event. Such language 
implies that the ‘event expected is sup- 
posed to be impending. 

The following may be taken as exam- 
ples of another class of passages, which 
occur on almost every page of the Epis- 
tles. “ Being confident of this very 
thing, that he who hath begun a good 
work in you will perform it wntil tre day 
of Jesus Christ...-- That ye may be sin- 
cere and without offense till the day of 
Christ.” Phil. 1:6,10. “TI pray God 


Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 Tim. 6: 13, 14. 
Nothing can be plainer than that the 
Second Coming of Christ, in the minds 
of those who use such language as this, 
was the event which stood at the end of 
their trial of obedience. They manifest- 
ly waited for it as though it were so nigh 
that their temporal probation would 
reach “ unto” it. 

In the following instances the expec- 
tations of the primitive believers are ex- 
pressed in the most explicit terms: “ Let 
your moderation be known unto all men: 
the Lord is at hand.” Phil. 4: 5.— 
“Tet us consider one another, &c., ex- 
horting one another: and so much the 
more as ye seethe day approaching.” — 
Heb. 10: 24, 25. “ Ye have need of pa- 
tience, &c., for yet alittle while, and he 
that shall come .will come, and will not 
tarry.” Heb. 10: 36, 37. “ Be patient, 
therefore, brethren, wnto the coming of 
the Lord.--Stablish your hearts : for the 
caming of the Lord draweth nigh.—The 
Judge standeth at the door.” James 5: 
7—9. “The end of all thiugs is at hand. 
—The time is come that judgment must 
begin at the house of God.” 1 Pet. 4: 7, 
17. 

In those remarkable passages of .Paul 
which relate to the resurrection, it is 
impossible not to discover clear evidence 
of the same confident expectation of the 
speedy coming of the Lord. -‘ We shall 
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed. 
In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trump ; for the trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead shall be raised in- 
corruptible, and we shall be changed.” 
1 Cor. 15: 51,52. “For this we say 
unto you by the word of the Lord, that 
we which are alive and remain unto the 
coming of the Lord, shall not prevent 
[i. e. anticipate] them which are asleep. 
For the Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
the archangel, and with the trump of 
God: and the dead in Christ shal] rise 
first : then we which are alive and re- 
main, shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air.’ 1 Thess. 4: 15-17. If Paul 
had believed the resurrection to be a far 
distant event, he would have said, “ We 
who will then be dead shall be raised in- 
corruptible, and they that remain alive 
shall be changed.” But in both the in- 
stances, where such language might have 
been expected, he transposes the pro- 
nouns we and they, as though he studious- 
ly sought to make it manifest, that he 
expected to be himself among the num- 
ber of the living at the coming of the 
Lord. 

We will not further multiply citations 
showing the expectations of primitive be- 
lievers, hut refer the reader, if he needs 
further evidence on the subject, to an 
examination of the whole New Testa- 
ment. The position which we think the 
evidence already presented abundantly 
sustains, is, that as Christ predicted, so 
the Primitive Church eapected, his Sec- 
ond Coming within the lifetime of their 
own generation. 

Let it be borne in mind, that the 
Primitive Church were cotemporaries with 


your whole spirit and soul and body be| Christ—that many of them received 


preserved blameless wnto the coming of | 


our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


Christ’s predictions of his Second Ad- 





1 Thess. 5: 23. 


vent from his own lips—that the lan- 


“‘T give thee charge-..-that thou keep;guage in which those predictions were 


this commandment without spot, un- 


uttered was their mother tongue—and 


rebukable, until the appearing of our|that 


they were favored with unexampled 
measures of the spirit of interpretation 
and revelation—in a word, that they 


were in the most favorable circumstances 
possible for correctly understanding the 
language of Christ. Now shall we sup- 
pose that they made a mistake of eighteen 
hundred years, in their construction of 
his plain predictions ; and that a genera- 
tion of interpreters living at the present 
day, at a distance of eighteen hundred 
years from the time of Christ, without 
any knowledge of the language in which 
Christ spoke, except what they get from 
translations and lexicons, and confessedly 
without the spirit of revelation, have 
risen up to set them right ! 


*It might be proved by the testimony of secular 
historians, that the Primitive Church believed the 
Second Coming to be nigh at hand. The following 
extract from Gibbon is a specimen of such testi- 
mony : 

‘In the Primitive Church, the influence of truth 
was very powerfully strengthened by an opinion, 
which, however it may deserve respect for its use- 
fulness and antiquity, has not been found agree- 
able to experience. It was universally believed, 
that the end of the world and the kingdom of heav- 
en, were at hand. The near approach of this won- 
derful event had been predicted by the apostles; 
the tradition of it wus preserved by their earliest 
disciples ; and those who understood in their literal 
sense the discourses of Christ himself, were obliged 
to expect the second and glorious coming of the Son 
of manin the clouds, before that generation was 
totally extinguished which had beheld his humble 
condition upon earth, and which might still be wit- 
nesses of the calamities of the Jews under Vespasian 
and Hadrian. The revolution of seventeen centuries 
has instructed us not to press too closely the mys- 
terious language of prophecy and revelation; but 
as long as for wise purposes, this error was permit- 
ted to subsist in the church, it was productive of 
the most salutary effects on the faith and practice 
of Christians, who lived in the awful expectation 
of that moment when the globe itself, and all the 
various race of mankind, should tremble at the 
presence of their divine Judge. This expectation 
was countenanced by the 24th chapter of Matthew, 
and by the first epistle of St. Paul to the Thessalo- 
nians. Erastus removes the difficulty by the help 
of allegory and metaphor; and the learned Grotius 
ventures to insinuate, that, for wise purposes, the 
pious deception was permitted to take place.” — Gib- 
bon’s Rome, Vol. 1, p. 261. 


( To be continued.) 








Extracts from Correspondence. 


Baldwinsville, Oct. 30, 1860. 

The sentiment, or rather the truth, 
that it is through sore trials, that we all are to 
come into fellowship with the sufferings of Christ, 
and thus be made perfect, is a noble one, and en- 
lists my warmest sympathy. But the flesh is 
weak, and often prompts the heart to cry to God 
for relief. But although there are numerous 
thorns, yet there are very many choice roses too. 
How lovely, how beautiful, are things which God 
has arranged all around us in the outer world! In 
deed there is no end to his munificence in this di- 
rection, and He is our Father also. In the inner 
kingdom, too, He gives us the happiness of commu- 
nion with himself and with Christ, and all the 
happy family in heaven. 

I have matter for thankfulness in my renewed 
health. All the summer past I suffered with 
weakness, and tendency to fever; but now am 
much stronger, and acknowledge in this my fel- 
Jowship with the resurrection life of Christ. 

G. W. R. 


* * * 


[The following paragraph descriptive of some 
faith experience in the matter of health, we take 
from a recent private letter addressed by the 
writer, to a friend in the Community :] 

“T commenced writing some time since, in reply 
to your comforting letter, but was in great heavi- 
ness, and deferred it lest I should make you sad, 
for my letters are always a,.transcript of my feel- 
ings; but now J have something good to tell you, 
About a week ago, I was attacked with inflamma- 
tioa and ulceration of the kidneys, causing great 
suffering. My family and friends were alarmed, 
and insisted un having a physician; but I wanted 
they should wait awhile—told them if 1 had help 
it must come from God. Still I was willing to 
please them, if I was not better in a few days. 1 
had constantly confessed Christ, and also grown 
worse for several days. I felt no lack of faith; 
‘but I began to think that our Father had some 
good reason for removing me—thought perhaps 
my death might be a greater blessing to my fam- 
ily, than my life. I feit willing—thought of the 
benefits of the exchunge—of the loved ones [ 
should meet, &c. I talked itall over with my 
Father; yes, came very near, felt a sweet con- 
sciousness of His love and care, and that He would 





do all things right. This was at night. I slept 


sweetly, and in the morning awoke praising God. 
I could hardly believe my senscs—the pain was 
gone. the hemorrhage ceased, and I was quite well, 
save weakness and some soreness about the loins, 
which soon passed away. I felt no enthusiasm 
on the occasion, (have told it to but few.) but a 
solemn joy, and thankfulness for such an increase 
of the knowledge of God.” 





How Apes catch Crabs. 


In ‘Frank Wildman’s Adventures,” (says 
Life Illustrated,) we find the following amusing 
account of the manner in which apes capture 
crabs, and sometimes catch a Tartar: 


At length they reached the boundary of the 
former settlement—a dry sandy soil, and strip of 
beach, where all vegetation ceased, and only a 
single tall pandanus tree, whose roots were thickly 
interlaced with creeping plants, formed, as it 
were, the advanced posts of the vegetable king- 
dom. Behind this they crawled along, and cau- 
tiously raising their heads, they saw several apes 
at a distance of two or three hundred paces, who 
were paitly looking for something as they walked 
up and down the beach, while others stood motion- 
less. It was the long-tailed brown variety.— 
While watching the movements of these strange 
beings closely, one of them, a tremendously 
large fellow, began to draw nearer to them.— 
Carefully examining the ground over which he 
went on all fours, he stood at intervals to scratch 
himself, or to snap at some insects that buzzed 
around him. He came up so close that Frank 
fancied that he must scent them and give the alarm 
to the other monkeys, when suddenly passing over 
a little elevation covered with withered, reedy 
grass, he discovered a party of crabs parading up 
and down on the hot sand. With a bound he was 
among them, but not quick enough to catch a 
single one; for the crabs, though apparently so 
clumsy, darted like lightning into a quantity of 
small holes or cavities, which made the ground 
here resemble a sieve, and the ape could not 
thrust his paw after them, for the orifices were 
too narrow. 

The mandoor nudged Frank gently, to draw his 
attention; and they saw the ape, after crawling 
once or twice up and down the small strip of land, 
and peeping into the various holes, with his nose 
close to the ground, suddenly scat himself very 
gravely by one of them, which he fancied most 
suitable. He then brought round his long tail to 
the front, thrust the end of it into the cavity until 
he met with an obstacle, and suddenly made a 
face, which so amused Frank that he would have 
laughed loudly, had not the mandoor raised his 
finger warningly—and directly after, the ape 
drew out his extraordinary line with a jerk. At 
the end, however, hung the desired buuty, a fat 
crab, by one of its claws; and swinging it round 
on the ground with such violence as to make it 
lose its hold, he took it in his left paw, picked up 
a stone in the other, and after cracking the shell, 
devoured the savory contents with evident signs 
of satisfaction. 

Four or five he thus caught in succession, on 
each occasion when the crab nipped him, making 
a face of hervic resignation and pain: but each 
time he was successful; and he must have found 
in the dainty dish and the revenge for the nip, 
abundant satisfaction for the pain he endured—or 
else he would not have set to work again so soon. 

Thus the ape, quite engaged with the sport, and 
without taking his eye off the ground, had ap- 
proached to within about twenty paces of the party 
concealed behind the pandanus tree. Here again 
the ground was full of holes, and looking at the 
one he conjectured to be the best, he threw in his 
line once more, and probably felt there was soime- 
thing alive within, for he waited the result with 
signs of the most eager attention. The affair. 
however, lasted longer than he had anticipat: .’, 
but being already tolerably filled by his success- 
ful hauls, he pulled up his knees, laid his tong 
arms upon them, bowed his head, and half closing 
his eyes, he assumed such a resigned, and yet ex- 
quisitely comical face, as only an ape is capable 
of putting on under these circumstances. But his 
quict was destined to be disturbed in a manny as 
unexpected as it was cruel; he must have discov- 
ered some very interesting object in the ciouds, 
for be was staring up there fixedly, when he sud- 
denly uttered a loud yell, left hold of his knevs, 
felt with both hands for his tail, and madea bound 
in the air, as if the ground under him was beyin- 
ning to grow redhot. At theend ot his tail, how- 
ever, hung a gigantic crab, torn with such des- 
perate energy from his hiding-place, that Frank 
could not restrain himself any longer, but burst 
into a loud laugh. The mandoor at first retained 
his.gravity ; but when the ape, alarmed by the 
Strange suund, luoked up in spite of his pain and 
saw men, and then bounded off at full speed, with 
his tormenter still dangling at the end of his tail, 
the old man could no longer refrain either, and 
both laughed till the tears ran down their checks. 

The ape, in the meanwhile, flew across the 
narrow strip of sand, followed by the others t.- 
ward the jungle, and ina moment after nota 
single une was visible. 





Eo Correspondents. 

P.H G.---Your poetry is acceptable as an ex- 

pression of your regard for the Community; but 

we generally think it best to decline publishing efiu- 

sions which, like yours, are s0 much in our own 
praise, 

LETTERS NOT OTHERWISE ACKNOWLEDGED.—-*. |. 





Hill; A. F. Page; J. J. Franks. 





